|

CISe
By BOB TAYLOR

Why did violence strike in a quiet residential neighbor.
hoed?

Friends and relatives agree that Edward and Harold
Morris were extremely untikely subjects to become involved
in a vicious, brutal erime of murder.

They lived simple, uncomplicated lives.
The old man was still agile at 84, He worked almost
daily at his trade of tailoring, but had slowed down to the

point where he worked more for personal satisfaction than
for profit.

Th_e son was a successful, self-employed accountant. ‘

Unmarried, he lived quietly’ at home with his father and
performed the bulk of the household chores. Neighbors recall
that the pair spent most of Saturday afternoon raking
leaves,

Robbery was termed by authorities as undoubtedly the
motive for the crime, but why was that particular house
singled out to rob?

The pair lived comfortably,
about the house to suggest that
treasure. Certainly other houses in the same neighborhood
would have been more appealing to a random burglar.

As it turned ouf, there probably was a considerable

but there was nothing
it contained any great

Police also have de’cermined%
that the younger Morris was |
gravely wounded in the leg by
.a shotgun blast before the killer{
clubbed him to death with thel
butt of the weapon. ‘

Seriously wounded, he could:
nof have posed any great im-|
mediatc threat to the intruder.
Therefore, why did the killer’
feel it necessary to finish off,
in such a vicious manner a man,
already safely out of his way?.

This also leads to the con-

clusion that the killer ecalmly
ransacked the house for several
minutes after disposing of his
vietims,

_Also unanswered is the ques-
tion: Why did the murderer take
:the shotgun with him when he
:l(?ft the house? Why should he
risk being caught with such an
Incriminating object?

Police have & aumber of
‘theories, but they don’t like to
make them public without solid
facts.

Capt. Clifton E, Sloane said
Sunday that the Investigation is
“starting from scrateh.” With-
out disclosing any information
that might help the killer, how-
ever, he admitted that police

ave a number of “good clues.”

sum of money in the house, much to the surprise of close

relatives. A leather satchel,
killer, still contained $109 in
satchel was usually

locked but slashed open hy the l
cash. The housekeeper said the
kept in a closet in the father's bedroom.

The question arises, if close relatives didn’t know about

the satchel, then how could a prowler? Or,

know about the money,
the entire house?

Since the elder Morris

if the killer did

why did he waste time ransacking

carried on his tailoring business

at his home, anyone might have gaineéd access to the house,
Yet, police said they don’t believe the killer was a customer.

It's possible that the killer was a prowler who had
gained entrance through an unlocked door or window. It’s
however, that
undetected long enough to rans
the home as thoroughly as he did.

It has been fairly well determined that both the father
and son were at home all evening. So,
returned unexpeetedly to surprise a prowler in the house.

If the murderer wasn't a prowler, he could have gained
admittance by posing as a customer. But this theory also
brings up a number of unanswered questions.

Police said they believe the murder weapon was & |

hardly possible,

shotgun. Early in the investiga-
tion they believed the weapon
belonged to the younger Morris.

‘Later developments seemed to

indicate that the killer brought

the gun with him.

If the first theory were cor-
rect, how could the intruder
posing as a eustomer gain quick
access to the weapon? Even if
the second theory is true, why
was it necessary to use the gun
at all?

ack the entire second floor of

a burglar could have gone

it’s unlikely that they

B
i

It the killer were simply
caught ransacking the home, it
seems he could have made his|
escape without murdering the
pair. The younger Morris was
described as a bhig man, al-|
though not well and certainlyl
not physically aggressive. i

It doesn’t appear reasonahle
that the 84-year-old father or
ihe son could have prevented a
rlietermined intruder from escap- |
g, i




“dlwere found on the floor, The

||footprints into @ rear eniry way.

|lgun st

he result of & shotgum wouna.
"The kitchen was a mass of blood
and included numerous bloody

Foley and Bangor Police De-
tectivey Captai Clifﬁ?‘% slogéxte
rted that pieces of i shot-
gty k; believed to be the
weapon -used in the - beating,

By ED McKEON
A iller desertb

ed by authorities as “sbméwkm@ ofa
demon” entered a home at 363 Center Street Saturday

1

ors in this quiet, middle-class residential

Sutiday morning ‘when a housekeeper coming in to
elean the ;home“stumbled,upvon‘thaf two hodies. ‘

R .

Hgor police worked througn.

~der, .deseribed as rare in thig Bangor! water district. super-
etye o ‘intendent, at 365 Center Street
Dead were 84:year-old Ed. and police were Summoned,
vt o Bl Gty o B
vgrant  who operated a  Main | Fole; ! , , ““Whoever
Street tailor shop for 40 years [did it -5 apparently a demon.”
here; and his son, Harold I.. : Edward  Morris died ~after
Morris, 52, a public accountant, [four massive - blows” to the
unmarried. The two lived alone [head, Foley said, . "

in the house. B , ékpggflgu”","a?cm"fd n,” he
“The appérent amotive, police| wy  wots e o

said, was ‘robbery, although sy The head 1lay M a pool of
thorities could not say by early|p;
Sunday evening just what was
imissing. oo E

. The house was ransacked, fo
Dressers, night tables, desks!

walls.
In the
yer, Ha

kitchen, just off the
old Morris, deserib.

! &b (Continued 4 2 ). ; ‘The two were last seen alive
and closets had heen searched, ¢ ontinued on Page 2, Col. ) about 4 p.m. Saturday raking

/A gladstone bag, which was ety T o
locked, had :beengi'ém()ved from ®d 23 a large, though retiring
a closet and slit open. Police M8, ahout 6 feet 3 inches tal)
found an unsealed envelope in.a0d 220 pounds, was crumpled

possibly - overlooked. S00L. ad been struck in
Mrs. Virginia M. Ryder; 4g, the head sever

the Morrises since summer ag %€ gash'in his vight thigh was |
part-time cook and housekeeper,

discovered the bodies when she |

hortly after 9 a. m., police | '

ened the front door te

-elder Morris laying |

on the floor of the |

police ' reported. = She|

upstairs for the son }
0

| heen identified as a shotgun

ing and bludgeoned to death an elderly tatlor and | »

and police were unaware of the crime until |d¢r Morris died of the head

unday in an effort to nail | Mrs, Ryder récéd to'the home
ds to the double mur~ fof Donald P, Johnston,. retired |of th

blood near a hall ‘heat register,
ood spattered the floor and;

several times. ‘A post| is'in Full vi
of Central Street, employed by’,mortem later showed that 2| hind the h

‘nothing next

shotgun was missing. -
' ,'Ptgﬂice -gaid the weapon had

; the small pieces found.
'fl‘l':glr:y said ‘one shot had been
fired from the singlgshot wea-

on. i
. Foley also reported the post|
mortem results. showed the el-
| beatings. The younger’ vietim
|| died from his multiple wounds.

|| The yolnger Morris” coat was
‘Ipulled ‘down over his arms,

~Police established the time
¢ double murder as some-
ti‘me after 7 p. m. Edward Mor.

. On the other side of ;’hewhrbu;s,e!
is t‘thef unoceupied - Kirstein
e, -

Pbliqg fweife',

3
ing to obtaini

, L5 WHO-niight have pos.
sessed or were disposing of|
blood-stained clothing and a
shotgu;xt} A fingerprint check of

the entire house fixtures and

i

furnishings was under way,

Public Asked |
For Clues In
Murder Case

i :
Police Investigating the slay-
ing of 84year-old Edward L

iy sister, Miss Etta T. Morris,
Bangor, had called the house
at that time,

|
“I talked to Harold,” she told|
! The NEWS, “and asked how Ed
(was:” He told me he was busy
jdoing some sewing.”

. Bdward Morris, though re-
tired, still did some tailoring in
|2 downstairs room,

Polics said Edward Morrls
 failed fo show up for a nearby
' appointment later in the eve-
| ning, e

leaves outside their gray. and
.cream - trimmed, two - story.
Wooden Iratme Home, e house

. D 1 Is a few steps from th
side containing $109 in bms,g{(’m ;hﬁ*leﬂood-&mttered kitchen| Joseph Hogpital § ‘one,ncezgltsetr'

i About 25 fect Away stands the,

fashionable home of Mr, %gd\
ved for work Sunday morn- | :Mrs. Benjamin Goodstein. e

Gootlsteins were out for the eve-

ning, but their sons, Larry, 15,

and Kenney, 9, were in the

house. The boys &sg'id they heard
pa

Morris and hls son, Harold,
52, have appealed to the pub-
lic for possible assistance,
Capt. Clifton E. Sloane said
that the killer must have been
splattered with blood when he
fled from the Morris home at
363" Center Street Saturday
evening. Also, the murderer
probably ~was carrylng g
blgg&-stained shotgun, police
said,

. Any witnesses or perspué;
having information concerning
the above facts should cmi-;

tact Bangor police.

Sunday night, Bangor resi
dents were publicly shocked.
Members of the Morris family
were shaking their heads with!
disheliet. pe i
A relative « in - law of Ed-|
‘ward Morris, Frank Glazier,
‘Bangor, commented, “Those
two -‘wouldn’t have harmed a
'soul;-even if they were physic-,

T

ally capable.” G
i Police on the scene calied it

the ugliest crime they had seen,
The elder Morris was deserib.
ed as a small; frail man who
had recently undergone major
surgery. He retired from yvegu-
lar failoring duties. He Wad left
Poland to reside a time in Eng.
land before coming to the Unit:
ed States nearly 50 years ago,
He was well-known locally as;
a peaceful, friendly man. The|
family said they never under-!
stood the two had kept any large]
-amounts of money in the house.|




