; rd Stern
of Banger dies at 73
?BAP% OR ~— Retired Siiperior Court

Judge Edward Stern, 73, died Saturday
at a:lgcaii{hospital; :

Bangor, the son of
Lipsky Stern, and
‘attended the University of Maine and
Harvard Law School. He was admitted
40 the Maine Bar in 1933, after which he
‘egaged in private practice with his two
‘rothers, Harry and Abraham Stern. |

tn was also a former judge of
or Municipal Court. After

private practice, he was
udge of the Superior Court
Gov. Kenneth Curtis. He re-
1880 to return to private
s son Marshall.

' ¢
g in the 102nd and 103rd
sislature. He was 3 former chairman
of -the" State Governmeént Committee
and served on the Judiciary and Legal
Affalrs Committes.

- Mr. Stern was a member 'of the Pe-
nohscot County Bar Association, the
Maine State Bar Association, the Amer-
ican Bar Association, and the American
Trial Lawyers Association. He was also
& member and former director of the
Maine Trial Lawyers Association.

‘He was a honorary member of the
‘ ersity of Maine “M” Club, and was
a member and past president of the
Congregation Beth Israel of Bangor.

- ‘Burviving are his wife, Mollie Rubin
Siern; ‘two sons, . Marshall Stern of
Bangor and Dean Stern of Los Angeles;
& brother, Herbert Stern of Porfland,
and a sister, Edith Stern of Bangor,

JUDGE EDWARD STERN

BANGOR — Judge Ed-
ward Stern, 73, died July 11,
1981, at @ Bangor hospital.
He was bern in Bangor, Jan.
31, 1908, the son of Hyman
and Momie {Lipsky) Stern,
He oflended the University
of Maine ot Orono and Har-
vard law School. He was od-
mitted to the Maine Bar in
1933, after which he engog-
ed in the private practice of
law with his twe brothers,
Horry andAbraham Stern.
He was oppointed Bangor
Municipol court Judge ond
later returned to private
practice. He wos appointed
a* Justice of the Aaine
Superior Court by Governor
Curtis, refiring. in June 1981,
1o return to @ private practice
with his son, Morshall Siern.
Judge Stern was elected io
he State Senate in 1964, sar-
ving in the. 102nd ord 103rd
legislaiures. "He woas chair-

wos o membar of the
Penobscot County Bar
Association and the Maine
Siete and American Bor
Associciions. He wos g
member of the Maine Triol
Lowyers Association, of
which he was ¢ former:
direcior, ond the’ American
Tricl lowyers Assoeiation,
He wos an hénorary
member of the University of
Maine “M” Club, elected
because of his'avid interest
in sporis. He wos honored as
Man of the Year by the
Bangor Chapter, B'nai Brith,
“ond was.o.me nepost

Beth Israel. He is survived by
his wife, Mollie (Rubin)
“Stern of Banger; two sons,
“Marshall Stern,  Esq. of

- Bangor ond Deane Stern of

los  Angeles, Calif.; one
“brother, Herbert Stern of
Portland; g sister, Migs Editt
Stern of Bangor; nieces anc
-nepbews. Funeral” sarvices

- were held 2:30 p.m. Sunday

at the Jewish Finera
: Chapel, Center Sir
"Rabbi Alan  Kali
 ficiating.” Interme
'Beth ‘lsrael € :
Memorial ‘week’ will . be
abserved for the family only




etire d

By A. Jay Higgins
Of the NEWS Stafl- -
¥idely known for his wit and com-
m sense interpretation of the law, re-
‘ed Maine Superior Court Justice
Iward Stern died at a Bangor hospital
turday. He was 73. His wife, the for-
ar Mollie Rubin of Bangor, survives
n. suoiioesued} gf Jo gi-1
A Bangor native, Stern was the son of
rman and Mamie Lipsky Stern and
ew up in the Queen City during a
riod when Bangor’s importance as a
arcantije E pvas reple ¥igé§«gg-
ar status as a lumber capifal,
Recalled as studious and scholarly
ung man, Stern was a graduate of
ingor High School in 1926, %gpm!ver»
aine at Qrono in 1930, and he
‘vard Liaw School but re-
‘the height of the

; . Were among the highest
corded when he passed the Maine bar
Smiirﬁatm arly interest in th
xhibiting_ an early interest in the
urt sygfz‘ng, tern was the vefatter of
: Bangor Municipal Court from 1935
1939 under the administration of Gov.

uis J. Brann, the first Democratic
g08cs o0 888 g TR

Maine governor since the close of the

‘Civil ' War. -During those years as re-

corder, Stern also served as acting
judge of the municipal court for several
months. b R .

Upon leaving the municipal ‘court,
Stern joined his brothers Harry and
Abrahani Sternin private practice.
During that time he acquired.an inter-
est in politics and became active in the
Maine Democratic Party. =

Stern’s reputation as a lawyer grew .

a

during the following two decades. His:

sen ‘ or and {
“ om% e appmgg)’ggg?ﬁ
him wide recognition.”

In the early 50s Stern was among the
first to support Edmund 8. Muskie in
his bid for the Democrafié gubernator-

ial nomination. Later Stern served as a

won

for a-

“Ba
[

public administrator under Muskie _

from 1958 t0 1962,

115680%nd 1966 he whB Bleated to the
Maine State Senate and served as a
member of the Judiciary Committee.
His 1966 victory over Robert N. Haskell
was considered a majotawis ' for Demo-
crats in the Bangor area. Haskell was
president of the Maine Senate at the

time of his defeat. He served as chair-

-resulting in the rep

L

ernment Comunit-
egislature and

man of the State Gove
tee during the 102nd
was a member of the Legal Affairs
Committee during the 103rd.

. Stern has heen credited with the pas-
sage of progressive legislation that
greatly improved the status of the
working men.and.women under
Maine’s Workman’s Compensation

“He was responsible for legislation
, f Maine’s con-
tributory negligence statute, » said
ajtorney Je B..Goldsmith.
B ‘with the negligence sta-
tute was that'if a clajmani sought da-

mages and was the slightest bit~

negligent, his claim was barred. Stern
w sponsible for thpAssage of com-
parative negligence legislation that as-
sessed responsibility for injury on the
basis of the greater degree of liability.”

1$terdvas appointeddodin Maine Su-
perior Court in Decemnber, 1972, after
his ‘nomination by Gov. Kenneth M.
Curtis. The Bangor jurist ruled on a
noglseisof nofeworthydissoes that later
became points of co?tention in other
states. . .

InMay, 1974, Just

rights. He enjoined Little League Base-

“enthusiast and was partquianmfond of ' th

e Edward Stern is dead at 73

a 12-year-old Portland girl should be
atlowed to play Little League baseball
on the basis that her exclusion from the
national Little League Baseball Inc., of
Lancaster, Pa., would violate her civil

. Again on the issue of herbicide spr
ing, Justlge Stern ordered the St. Re
Paper Co. of Bucksport to pay for her
cide: damaged gardens in Septemb
1979. A number of gardens in Washii
ton County had been posioned by her

.cides sprayed from the air on St. Rej
timberland.

In'one of his final decisions, Justi
Stern attached $1.6 million worth
Saco property in January, 1980, tocov
€ same amount owed by that city
the Merrill Trust Co. of Bangor. T
31“6 Bmillion tl;adkbeen borrowed fre

e Bangor bank f
In June, 1976, Justice Stern set a pre- bonds ‘ssgued by-Sacg gtfrﬁg%?)% tball
cedent in the controversial Maine CBtHPRRY4Y a member of the Periobsc
spruce budwornyBprayhfg-programsoCeiabe®as Association and the Mai
itz lve: denied an injunchiondea groupo.gtatesarmd American Bar Kstociatic
which sought to seek a ban on spraying ' He was a member of the Maine "Tri
in northern Maine. . Aissociation, of which hewas

Maine’s jurisdiction 6f tidian Jandissofermmselirector, and the American T}
wishelepmly decidedinfieptemper, 19%8uo.al L.awyers Associationy/, ¢ /g0
when the Maine Supreme Court upheld  He was an honora ember of tI
a decision reachgdwglgmigmﬂprn who  Usisefityvof Maine “M” Club, eleot
ruled that state had nodurisgivtipneversshecaumsaf his avid interest in sport
Ingdéap lagds as definad Jn;ckhg?feder alo.He wes hanored as Map/ebthe Year |
government. The ruling was lafer vali- the Bangor Chapter, B’nai Brith, a1
dated by the passage of the Maine Indi- was.abmember and past president .

ball Inc. from taking any.actionragainst .
the Portland league, -
“Buf those who knew Justice Stern
would nothave been surprised,” said
Goldsmith. “He ‘was.an avid baseball :

o e e O

his love for childiélvQ O1 YVIA

©an la‘pd claims settlement by Conmlsgmmggpn Beth Israel.




